
It's been more than 12 months since the COVID-19 
pandemic has hit Delaware. More than half a million 
Americans have died from this terrible virus. Millions more 
are suffering in other ways. Almost everyone has been 
affected negatively from COVID-19. This is the greatest and 
most devastating disaster we have ever experienced. 

We have stopped shaking hands. Many of us use our arms 
to open doors. We continue to protect ourselves by social 
distancing from others. The world has never felt so unsafe. 
Half a million families have suffered the painful loss of a 
loved one, some saying goodbye through virtual means. 
Millions of people will be living with potential lifelong physical 
and mental effects from this. Kids and adults alike have 
been traumatized and lives will never be the same. 

How are we expected to move on from here? 

I think the answer is the same after any tragedy - with 
courage, faith, and hope. And it is those three things that 
have carried us this far. 

Friendship House has continually modeled these three 
attributes: courage, faith, and hope. Our employees found 
the courage to show up every day at work to continue our 
life-saving and life-changing programs. Our employees 
showed faith when they had to work from home knowing 
they were doing what was best for the company, keeping 
themselves safe while serving our community. And we all 
kept hope in a better tomorrow. 

We saw these three attributes in those we serve. Most 
recently we saw courage in the 73 people who agreed to 
move into the NCC Hope Center when we announced we 
could not offer Code Purple. These 73 individuals all lived 
on the streets in Wilmington, Newark, or Middletown. 
Although frequently uncomfortable, denied respect, and 
wanting of so many things - they had created a system for 
themselves while living houseless. During the pandemic, it 
was made all that more difficult. When we asked them to 
move to the Hope Center, somewhere new and out of their 
comfort zone, they had the courage to say yes.  

There was faith in those that came to our Empowerment 
Centers every day for coffee and food. They never stopped 
coming to us, even when we moved how, when, or where 
we offered these services. They had faith we would be there 

for them. And because of their faith, we 
showed up every day, too. 

We witnessed hope, alongside fear and anxiety, 
in every resident of our Transitional Housing 
program. They hold close to their heart this is the 
moment they will find a path forward. It is critical in 
that moment of vulnerableness we see in them the 
best version of themselves, and reflect that vision 
back. 

There is so much hope on the horizon – hope enough 
people will be vaccinated we can start being together 
like we once were. Hope the vaccinations will be 
enough against the variants. Hope the economy will 
rebound. Hope we are doing enough. 

In order to believe in that hope, we must have faith. Faith 
the scientists created strong vaccinations. Faith our 
community will get the vaccinations safely. Faith our 
financial decisions are the right ones for our economy. Faith 
it will be OK as long as we stay true to ourselves. 

And then we must have courage. Courage to do the hard 
thing – courage to do the right thing. Courage to face the 
world – with or without a mask – and say “I am here and I 
am ready, Lord, to show up and be your partner in making it 
OK.” 

This time of year is a time of transformation; a time for death 
to become life. Whether you believe in Easter or just the 
beauty of Spring, renewal, and rebirth are all around us. It 
couldn’t be at a better time as we turn the corner to the end 
of this pandemic. We must remember the rainbow is always 
there after a storm, whether we can see it or not. 

Together, as one loving and supportive community, I believe 
we can dig deep and find enough courage, faith, and hope 
to live fully and intentionally in spite of this pandemic. I pray 
we all feel the peace and love of God as we journey to find 
our way home. 
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JOIN A FRIENDSHIP HOUSE TEAM ON JUNE 
5TH, FOR THE VIRTUAL HIGHMARK WALK 

 

Walk anywhere, anytime, any mileage! 

Last year was record-breaking! Having the walk be virtual didn’t hold us back. With 23 walk teams and 
over 500 walkers, we raised over $75,000. We couldn’t have done this without your loving support. 
Incredible! So, can we do it again? 
 
We need your support! Join or donate to a Friendship House walk team by heading to 
friendshiphousede.org, click the ‘Register for the Highmark Walk’ button, and sign up today! 
For any team that registers 20 walkers and raises $2,000, an additional $1,000 will be donated by an 
anonymous donor.  

ANNUAL MEETING  
APRIL 22, 2021 
Virtual meeting, invitation to come 

ANNUAL PARTY 
OCTOBER 7, 2021 
Projected to be in person, more details to 
come 

WILMINGTON GARDEN DAY 
MAY 1, 2021 
Visit facebook.com/wilmingtongardenday 
for virtual event  

 
Citibank employee, Celeste 

Merritt, joined us for 4 
weeks in March as a 

volunteer. After signing out 
of her day job, she was able 
to dedicate 40 hours a week 
to us while still receiving her 
paycheck. She split her time 

between the Hope Center 
and Clothing Bank. We’re so 
excited she chose FH for the 
#givingback program! We’ve 
loved having you, Celeste!! 



 

The Story of My Survival 

DONATE TODAY!  USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE OR AT WWW.FRIENDSHIPHOUSEDE.ORG. 

- THANK YOU FOR YOUR LOVING SUPPORT - 

 

Sharon Lee Crouse is what I was named on April 17, 1975. I grew up in New Jersey with hard-

working parents and two older siblings. I had a happy childhood, but as I got older, things started to 

change. By the age of 12, I started smoking marijuana. Although I was smoking in high school, I 

made sure I graduated. I had my first child, Kyla, at the age of 19 followed by my second, Ralph, at 

the age of 23. Soon after the birth of Ralph, I was diagnosed with Bipolar II disorder and severe 

depression. I began taking prescribed medication, but it only made matters worse. I began isolating 

myself from my family and locking myself in my bedroom, which led to an even deeper depression.   

I began self-medicating with pain pills, prescription stimulants, and cocaine. I spent more time high 

and in my bedroom than I spent with my family. By the age of 30, my ex-husband introduced me to 

crystal meth. For the next 15 years, I was in denial about my addiction. I didn’t want any help, even 

after numerous pleas from my children. My ex-husband played a huge role in my addiction because 

he was my supplier. I was so deep into my addiction that I didn’t know who I was. I went from having 

a functional household to having a dysfunctional household with no water, food, or electricity 

because of my addiction. I even used my son’s phone to set up dates with different men to support 

my addiction. I became suicidal and was admitted into different mental health facilities. I eventually 

became homeless. 

January 4, 2020, was the last day I used. January 5, 2020, is 

the day I finally accepted help. I checked myself into a short-

term rehab facility in New Jersey. By the end of January, I was 

transferred to a long-term facility in Wilmington and resided 

there until August when I graduated from the Salvation Army 

Adult Rehabilitation Center. I moved into Friendship House 

Transitional Housing on August 31, 2020, and I started as a 

recovering addict, eager to take back everything I had lost. My 

journey was not easy, but I had new realistic goals that I set for 

myself and a strong support system. Shawn and Danielle 

played a major part in my recovery. They accepted me with 

open arms and treated me like family. I will forever be grateful. 

Shawn helped me get a job at the Clothing Bank where I was 

introduced to Ms. Cheryl and Timeeka; both great women who 

motivate me even more. Not only did Timeeka train me as an 

employee, but she also helped me learn to love myself and 

know my worth. Ms. Cheryl always keeps a positive attitude that I grew to love and she saw my 

potential long before I did. I believe everything happens for a reason and the time I spent with 

Shawn and Danielle brought out the best in me. 

I, Sharon D’Antonio, am proud to announce that I am 15 months clean as of April 5, 2021! 

Friendship House got me thriving instead of surviving! I’m enjoying every minute of it. Sometimes I 

wonder where I would be without the support of my children and Friendship House and then I realize 

I wouldn’t want to be anywhere else but here to share my story. My children have forgiven me and 

we have a great relationship. I just recently started thanking myself because without my mistakes, 

addiction, and struggles, I wouldn’t have met the wonderful people in my life today. 

Please use the enclosed pink envelope for your 

donation or go to friendshiphousede.org and 

click the Annual Garden Fundraiser button.  

 

Questions? (302) 652-8133 or  

info@friendshiphousede.org 

A donation can be made in honor of anyone - a 

family member on Mother’s Day or Father’s Day, a 

graduate, as a birthday present, or to someone 

special in your life.  

SUPPORT OUR TRANSITIONAL HOUSING PROGRAM BY HONORING A 
SPECIAL PERSON IN YOUR LIFE! 

Over 30 years ago, our dear friend Jane Ashford began the Mother’s Day Garden fundraiser. This 

fundraiser is an opportunity for our loving, supportive community to celebrate someone in their life by 

making a donation to our Transitional Housing program. We plant bulbs and flowers in our gardens 

around Mother’s Day each year with funds from this fundraiser. These gardens have become a place 

of sanctuary, rest, prayer, and beauty for our residents.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has had a significant effect on our community. Many have lost loved ones, 

jobs, and their sense of stability. Our Transitional Housing program offers a holistic approach to one’s 

journey during recovery after significant strife where they found themselves without a loving, 

supportive community. Last spring, the pandemic brought new hardships for our residents such as 

difficulty retaining income, working in stressful frontline jobs, and relying on virtual recovery programs. 

While many were able to gain jobs in grocery stores, recovery became even more difficult.  

Please consider a donation to this life-saving, life-changing program, which has helped over 2,000 

men and women to date. Honor a loved one in your life with a monetary donation to support the 

future of this program. We will send a beautiful floral card to that special person with your personal 

message acknowledging your donation (no dollar amount is listed).  

 


