
Home, according to the Webster dictionary, is defined as one’s place of residence. Friendship 
House defines home as a loving and supportive community there for you in your time of need.

For us, home is where you feel safe, loved and accepted. Not everyone is fortunate to say they have 
truly felt “home.” Uniting people facing homelessness to a community where they can feel loved 
and supported - a place they can call home - is our mission.

At every Friendship House location we desire to meet each person on their journey without expect-
ing anything more from them then their story. And for many, that’s a big ask. Because their story 
is one of heartache, pain, loneliness and lack of home. It is in these moments the best thing we can 
do for each person is to love them when they are feeling the most unloved. To share with them we 
believe in who they are today and who they can be in the future, because it is then they are feeling 
the most hopeless. To let them know, no matter what, they matter, too.

Friendship House is in the business of uniting individuals facing homelessness to communities 
who can accept, love and support them. Communities where we can look each other in the eyes 
and see a child loved by God staring back. We are about walking with people for as long as it 
takes for them to love and believe in themselves. That’s Friendship House – where community  
is home. Welcome home.

WELCOME HOME

FRIENDSHIP HOUSE
    WHERE COMMUNITY
    IS HOME

UNITING PEOPLE FACING HOMELESSNESS WITH 
LOVING, SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITIES THEY CAN CALL HOME
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Upcoming
Events

GIVING TUESDAY
DECEMBER 3

GREEN SHOW 
AT CHRIST CHURCH CHRISTIANA HUNDRED

DECEMBER 7

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
AT NEW CASTLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

DECEMBER 14

32 YEARS OF 
GIVING HOPE

CONTACT INFORMATION
P.O. BOX 1517

WILMINGTON, DE 19899

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE (302) 652-8133 

HELPLINE (302) 482-2271

INFO@FRIENDSHIPHOUSEDE.ORG

WWW.FRIENDSHIPHOUSEDE.ORG

        FRIENDSHIPHOUSEOFWILMINGTON

        FRIENDSHIPHSEDE
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Save 
the Date
 

AN EVENING WITH FRIENDSHIP HOUSE
SODA HOUSE AT HAGLEY MUSEUM AND LIBRARY
FEBRUARY 6, 2020  |  6-8PM

RONNIE KRIER
January 17, 1953 - November 3, 2019

The best tribute that can be given to Ronnie comes in the voices of those he has helped:  
“He kept it real.  He told it like it is.  He really cared.” 

Ronnie was born in the Philadelphia area and moved to Delaware 16 years ago.   
He got sober with the help of Limen House, then got a part-time job with Friendship 
House.  He worked at Gaudenzia Fresh Start for several years, then returned to work  
in the Friendship House Men’s Transitional Housing Program.

Ronnie was “old school” as they say in the recovery community.  Some people were offended by his direct honesty; others 
loved it.  He could be loud and irritating, but he had a tender heart.  In his latter years, he was blessed by the birth of his 
son, Semaj, who was the light of his life.  As he was fighting cancer, Ronnie was blessed to reconcile with his siblings and 
his two older sons.  These meetings gave him joy and peace. 

Our lives have been changed by knowing Ronnie and, now, by losing him. As he would say, “Thanks, Buddy. Love ya.”

KIM EPPIHIMER
Executive Director



OVER 400 PEOPLE
ARE SHELTERED 
DURING COLD  
WINTER MORNINGS

THROUGH OUR
WINTER 

SANCTUARY
AND CODE 

PURPLE
PROGRAMS

Friendship House provides warm and  
welcoming places for those who have nowhere  
else to go and when all other doors are closed 
in the frigid temperatures.
Learn more @ www.friendshiphousede.org.
     

JANE’S STORY:  
FACING MY FEARS
My story starts in a small town in South Jersey 
(Chatsworth) with a loving family and pretty
much anything I needed. However, from as far back 
as I could remember I had always feared something. 
Whether it be death, failure, change, confrontation, 
rejection, success it didn’t matter I was fearful. I was 
pretty quiet growing up and shy for some reason I 
remember hearing it said kids should be seen and 
not heard. I liked to be at home I wasn’t much for 
socializing. I was an only child until age ten. When 
I was told about my mom’s pregnancy, I had an 
overwhelming fear for her well-being and my unborn 
sister as well. All went well and although I had my 
sister, I still very much still felt to be an only child 
because of the age difference. During my teenage 
years, my fear became more of “Am I good enough?”, 
embarrassment, intimacy, feelings in general. Then 
my twenties seemed to bring even more fears and I 
became so uncomfortable with myself.

           “I HAVE BEEN TAUGHT ONE OF THE  
         MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPTS IN MY    
                   RECOVERY HERE - INTEGRITY.”

However, I did find alcohol to be some what of a 
mending agent. At this time I didn’t abuse it though 
I’ve been around alcohol my whole life. I believe 
myself to have been an alcoholic long before the 
substance entered my body. Whatever the fate may 
be, my drinking did progress around thirty eight and 
continued for about seven years. At that point the 
only fear I had was not having another drink. After 
a very tiresome bit I found myself hospitalized yet 
again and looking at treatment options. I was given an 
opportunity to come to the Wilmington, DE Salvation 
Army.  Having no idea of what it was, I almost 
welcomed insanity, and said sure! Now I felt that some 
old fear creep in and I felt that fight or flight response 
I’ve always had, and something, maybe someone kept 
me still enough to make it to Delaware.

MEET OUR NEW STAFF
Our Friendship House family is growing!  
We have recently added these new staff:

Cheryl Bryant is now our Job 
Readiness Coordinator at the 
Clothing Bank. She will focus on 
working with the job trainees to help 
them navigate the transition from 
prison to work,  show them how to 
make goals for themselves, and help 

them achieve personal success. Cheryl can be reached 
at cheryl.bryant@friendshiphousede.org.

Tim Keeler has joined our empower-
ment ministry staff as a Case Worker 
at our Wilmington Empowerment 
Center. He will be working closely 
with our clients to ensure they know 
what options exist for them and to 
help them navigate the process of 

finding a place they can call home. Contact Tim at  
tim.keeler@friendshiphousede.org.

Kristen Reisor is our new Volunteer  
and Communications Coordinator!  
She will be your go-to person if you 
or someone you know would like 
to volunteer or learn more about the 
opportunities. She will also manage 
the newsletters, website and social 

media for Friendship House.  Kristen would love 
to meet you, so please reach out to her to volunteer 
or to share why you already do! Email Kristen at  
kristen.reisor@friendshiphousede.org.

I was able to graduate from the Salvation Army 
program after nine months, who than referred me 
to the Friendship House of course with this move 
meant more fear. Was I ready? Should I think about 
going home? Again I felt the need to sit through this 
uncomfortable feeling for each time I have I seem 
to feel much better. Thank goodness for those other 
thoughts! 

Friendship House has allowed me to ease back into 
society and be sure to take care of myself first and 
foremost. Through their counseling, outside therapy, 
different support groups, volunteers, AA, my sponsor, 
and my roommates, I am able to start facing my fears 
one day at a time. I am now employed with Parks and 
Recreation in the City of Wilmington because of a job 
opportunity presented through Friendship House by 
the Delaware Center for Horticulture called Branches 
to Chances. 

I am forever grateful for the Friendship House, all 
persons involved, staff, volunteers, past and present. 
Also, to those we have lost on our journey. One last 
thing in closing I have been taught one of the most 
important concepts in my recovery here - integrity.

Yours truly,
Jane T.

JANE WITH  
HER NIECE

YOUR INVESTMENT MAKES AN IMPACT
DONATE TODAY!  USE THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE OR AT WWW.FRIENDSHIPHOUSE.ORG.

- THANK YOU FOR BELIEVING IN OUR MISSION - 


