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Christian Ministry Making a Difference in the Lives of Homeless People 

 As the east coast managed it’s fourth nor’easter 

in March, many people wondered out loud, “Will 

spring ever come?” I heard many respond with, 

“Don’t worry, spring is just around the corner.” That 

reminds me of the children’s story collection about 

two of my favorite characters, Frog and Toad, creat-

ed by Arnold Lobel. One story in particular is called, 

“The Corner,” where a grumpy yet loving Toad ex-

presses dread at their ruined day 

due to cold rain. Frog, with his ever 

consistent optimism, makes tea and 

distracts Toad with a story about 

how his father once explained to not 

fret because “spring is just around 

the corner.” This led young Frog on 

a search around every corner look-

ing for spring. 

 Why does Frog go looking for 

spring? Is he not patient in waiting? 

Or, has he lost hope that spring will 

come? Maybe he feels he has to find 

it in order to believe it is actually 

there.  

 Many of our clients and resi-

dents come to us after looking 

around corner after corner for their 

spring, their new life, and often 

hope that has been lost. They come to us broken 

from harsh winters of their own: drug addiction, 

homelessness, abuse. Often these men and women 

wonder, will spring ever come? It is Friendship 

Houses’ mission to remind them that yes—spring 

and new life are always right around the corner. 

 All too often hope fades away when one is stuck 

in a dark place and wandering lost in the wilder-

ness. It takes deep faith and hard work to find the 

best pathway out. Many pathways lead to other 

dark places, but finding the pathway home is a jour-

ney of its own. And it is a journey Friendship House 

takes with thousands of individuals every year.  

 For many, spring brings the celebration of East-

er; a time to celebrate the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. At Friendship House, we experi-

ence Easter every day as we work with our cli-

ents and witness new life born out of darkness. 

These moments, although not uncommon for us, 

are always special and beautiful. They are the 

moments when a resident hits a milestone—1 

week clean, 1 month clean, 1 year clean. Easter 

for us happens when a client, who has been liv-

ing in the shadow of her dead 

daughter’s overdose lets the past 

go and whispers, “I am going to 

be ok.” This miracle happens 

when a homeless man finally 

gets a job, then an apartment, 

and then sees his son for the 

first time in three years. 

 At Friendship House, we 

witness new life no matter the 

time of year and regardless of 

the weather. We get to be part of 

someone’s journey as they find a  

pathway out of the dark woods 

where they find spring—just 

around the corner. 

 What happened with our 

friend Frog from the story “The 

Corner”? As he went around his 

fourth and final corner, Toad asks his friend 

Frog, “What did you see?” Lobel writes: 

 “I saw the sun coming out,” said Frog. “I saw 

birds sitting in a tree. I saw my mother and fa-

ther working in their garden. I saw flowers in 

the garden.” 

 “You found it!” cried Toad. 

 “Yes, I found the corner that spring was just 

around.” 

 If you find yourself in a dark place, keep 

faith and remember: Spring is always around 

the corner. 

 

Spring Is Just Around The Corner 
By Kim Eppehimer 



Story From a Graduate 

 Hello. My name is Andrew Zebley, and I am a 

sober, recovering alcoholic and drug addict. I nev-

er thought I would be able to say those words. The 

plan I had for my life before sobriety was to miser-

ably live out my days on the streets until I was in 

jail, or if I was lucky, end up dead. But, that isn't 

my life anymore. I have been blessed with the 

right people, circumstances, willingness, and open 

mindedness to do something different with my 

life. 

 Nothing in life made me an alcoholic and a 

drug addict, but it was the way I dealt with the 

problems in my life. By the age of 21, I had lost 

control of my life through the use of drugs and al-

cohol. I was homeless, living on the streets, and 

running from legal issues. I had become a liar and 

a thief. I had accepted my circumstances at the 

time and thought for sure I was going to die that 

way. Toward the end of my time using, I found out 

that my mom was re-diagnosed with cancer and 

was dying. At this point in my life, I didn't care 

about anything but finding a way to escape my 

reality. I hurt everyone I came into contact with, 

with little to no regard for their feelings or well 

being. I started to use up all of my resources. I 

was running out of options, and knew something 

had to be done. 

 I got sober November 7, 2014. I was a 22 year 

old child with no understanding of responsibility, 

and no direction for my life. To be honest, I had no 

idea my journey from that day until now would 

lead to long term sobriety. When I walked into de-

tox I was dirty and sick, weighing 125 pounds. I 

never could contently sustain my habit, and it was 

getting cold and I needed a warm place to stay. I 

followed suggestions and went to treatment. When 

finishing my stay at treatment I remember being 

so scared of leaving because I did not have a plan 

and I had nowhere to stay. I still had no inten-

tions of staying sober at the time because drinking 

and doing drugs was the only way I knew how to 

live. It was suggested that I go to Friendship 

House, and I was open enough to give it a try. 

 From the moment I was interviewed at Friend-

ship House, I could tell it was a special place. The 

counselors really cared about me and they had 

just met me. It was a place that gave someone like 

me a chance, even when I felt I didn't deserve it. I 

had no idea how I was going to stay sober, let 

alone work a job, pay bills, handle fines and legal 

issues. I was truly lost and needed direction. 

 While at Friendship House I had a healthy 

dose of structure, and began to build relation-

ships I hold dear to this day. I started working 

with a sponsor, got connected with other sober 

alcoholics and a fellowship of people who were 

also trying to maintain sobriety. I learned the 

importance of honesty and facing the troubles in 

my life head on. I learned how to become a func-

tioning member of society and a responsible 

adult. I planned financially to take steps forward 

in my life, and after my stay at Friendship 

House, I moved out with the roommate I had 

there. We are still best friends to this day.  

 The life I live today is beyond my wildest 

dreams. I may not have everything, but I have a 

positive perspective on my life. I have a solution 

to deal with everyday problems. 

 I still hold Friendship House close to my 

heart. In January of this year, I lost my mother. 

Within a week, I found myself sitting in Friend-

ship House talking with the counselors and cry-

ing. This organization is not just my old halfway 

house, with counselors and house managers. 

Friendship House is my family. The staff care so 

much and I have grown to love them. I still pop 

in during free moments in my week and I am al-

ways so happy I did. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The thing in my life I have the utmost grati-

tude for is my sobriety. I am also thankful that 

Friendship house was a part of my story and 

helped make that possible.  

 If anyone reading this is struggling, just 

know, you’re not alone. There is always a hand 

ready to reach out, all you have to do is ask for 

help. 

 

Andrew with his mom. 



Friendship House 
Annual Mother’s Day Garden 

 We spend $6,000 per resident in our Transitional 

Housing program to help as they transition from  de-

pendency to a self  sustaining way of living. Your do-

nation to the Mother’s Day Garden fundraiser will 

help residents like Andrew & Ashley in this vital pro-

gram. From grants, to individual donations, to volun-

teer hours: we are supported by you.  

 The Mother’s Day Garden Fundraiser started over 

25 years ago by our dear friend Jane Ashford. This 

fundraiser is an opportunity for you to celebrate 

someone in your life—whether alive today or gone on 

before us— by making a donation to our housing 

program. With each donation, we send a beautiful 

floral card to that person with your personal message 

acknowledging your gift (no dollar amount is listed). 

A card can also be sent to a family member in 

memory of someone who has died. Many use this op-

portunity to celebrate a woman on Mother’s Day. 

Some will also do this for a special man for Father’s 

Day or a way to honor a recent school graduate.   

 Every fall and spring we plant bulbs, flowers and 

lay mulch in our gardens with funds from this fund-

raiser. These gardens have become a place of sanctu-

ary, rest, prayer, and a place of beauty for our resi-

dents. This year, you can honor a special person in 

your life with a donation to a living flower that will 

get planted in one of these gardens. 

 Thank you for your continued support and love 

for this life changing ministry.  

To Donate 
Please use the enclosed pink envelope to 

send us your Mother’s Day,  

Father’s Day, or graduate gift  

or you can make an  

online donation at: 

https:donatenow.networkforgood.org/

garden.  



 I came to Friendship 

House in August of 2017, 

after spending four months 

in an inpatient rehab in 

Wilmington. My drug of 

choice was alcohol, and I 

spent a lot of time trying 

to justify my drinking be-

cause I was just a college 

kid, and it was legal. I was a full time student, I 

worked 40 hours a week, and I paid my bills. I 

didn’t think I could possibly be an alcoholic, be-

cause to me alcoholics were always much older 

and their lives were in much worse shape. But 

looking back now at my two DUIs and two public 

intoxications,  I don’t know how I thought my 

drinking habits were “normal.” 

 Sobriety has allowed me a chance to see 

where I was wrong, but it has also showed me 

an entire life that I didn’t know was possible. If 

you asked me a year ago, I would have told you I 

couldn’t see my life without alcohol, and I would-

n’t have seen a reason to. My life has changed 

tremendously since August, and I couldn’t have 

done it without Friendship House. Now I am 

able to have a full time job, and be a reliable em-

ployee. I have a savings, which I have never had 

before. Not only do I get to set goals each week, I 

am able to achieve those goals. My biggest 

achievement recently is purchasing a car, which 

would not have been possible without doing any 

budgets at the house. 

 Friendship House is re-teaching me how to 

be independent, and Alcoholics Anonymous is 

teaching me how to do it sober. I never pictured 

my life being where it is today, but I can say I 

am grateful for what I have learned. Friendship 

House has given me so much in these short sev-

en months, and I am excited to see what these 

next few months hold. ~ Ashley 

Like Us on Facebook 
Our Facebook Tag is  

Friendship House of Wilmington DE 

Ashley’s Story 

Saturday, May 5th 
Visit beautiful local, private gardens while  

supporting Friendship House! 

For tickets and details: 

http://www.wilmingtongardenday.org 

You’re invited to our  
Thank You Picnic & Annual Meeting! 

Sunday, July 22 1:00-4:00 pm  

Brandywine Springs Park 

All are invited! 

Join us for food, fun, and an annual update about 

Friendship House! 

Highmark Walk 2018 
Saturday, June 9 

 Join us for our third year at the Highmark Walk for a 

Healthy Community June 9th at Frawley Stadium. This 

amazing event is completely paid for by Highmark, so that 

every dollar you raise for Friendship House comes to us! 

With 21 teams to choose from, or the ability to create your 

own, you can support Friendship House in any way you 

wish. Last year we had 300 walkers and raised $40,000. We 

hope to do it again this year with your help.  

 To register, visit our website at www.friendship-

house.org and select Events/Highmark Walk. Can’t make it 

June 9th? You can still register as a virtual walker to show 

your support. Every walker is free to walk with at no cost, 

but if you raise $30 you get a free walk shirt. 

 The walk starts at 9:00 June 9th. Registration opens at 

7:30 and we will take a team photo at 8:30. The walk itself 

is a 3 mile loop near and around the Riverfront. The start 

and finish will be at the same place. There is also a 1 mile 

loop option.  

 Questions? Call our office or email our Walk Chair,  

Kay Preston, at kaygp@aol.com.   

We hope to see you there! 


