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Several weeks ago my family 

watched a caterpillar shed 

its skin and build its chrysa-

lis, right in front of our eyes. 

I have always been amazed 

at the transformation from 

caterpillar to butterfly. Being 

able to watch this part of the 

process was a true blessing. 

It took just under 4 minutes 

to build the home where 

that little body will live for 

around 14 days becoming something larger and different. 

Something bringing joy to people through its beauty and 

peace. Something offering sustainability to our fruits and 

flowers keeping the cycle of life going. And throughout this 

process, God is there. God orchestrated this and every oth-

er natural process. And it is truly awe-inspiring. Nothing is 

left the same after God has been there, and when open to 

this change, amazing things can happen. 

Is there a choice in responding to God’s call? Is the caterpil-

lar able to say no to this completely life altering transfor-

mation? I don’t think it can. Just as we are unable to stop 

the raging storms, this natural process can not be stopped 

without divine intervention. 

For humans beings, listening to the call is a choice, and it is 

easy to ignore the voice tugging at our soul. Questions eas-

ily arise: Am I really being called by God? Am I worthy? Am I 

able? Why me? I don’t think a caterpillar asks such ques-

tions. It just knows what to do, and most importantly, 

when. Its natural instincts lead the way for when to eat, 

sleep, and transform. 

With a dedicated staff who have chosen to be part of this 

mission, 1,500 annual volunteers searching for a way to 

give back, and over 100 faith communities offering various 

levels of support, Friendship House has been answering the 

Answering The Call After 30 Years 
Kim Eppehimer, Executive Director 

call to serve our community of homeless and displaced 

individuals and families for the past 30 years; those  

who came to Friendship House in need of a pathway 

forward, looking for someone who can offer hope that 

the pathway can exist for anyone. 

Friendship House is a chrysalis in its own way. It is with-

in our cocoon of loving and caring people anyone open 

to God's call can be transformed into someone differ-

ent; someone capable of an enriching life giving back to 

our own cycle of life. 

As long as the call is answered, we can continue to 

serve for another 30 years. By saying yes to the call we 

are blessed with the opportunity of becoming more 

faithful servants. By saying yes we open ourselves to 

the opportunity of inner transformation that can be life 

altering. 

As Paul tells us in his letter to Timothy, “Keep a clear 

mind in every situation. Don’t be afraid of suffering for 

the Lord. Work at telling others the good news, and 

fully carry out the ministry God has given to you.” 

With the need growing in our community and resources 

thin, the call is as real today as it was 30 years ago when 

Friendship House first started. There is no time like to-

day to say yes. I pray you will join us to serve those who 

are looking for a path to a life we know they are worthy 

of living —worthy because they are our brothers and 

sisters.  

Say yes with us, 

as we walk 

alongside those 

losing hope of  

a path  that 

leads to their 

own transfor-

mation.  



If the last seventy years have passed in the wink of an 

eye, it is also just as brief a time before we are all togeth-

er again forever in a moment of love and joy that will 

never end. I love you all and feel incredibly privileged that 

God blessed me to be a part of your lives. 

As I begin the next season of my life, I feel incredibly 

blessed to be surrounded with friends and am blessed 

with Marcy as my wife. I am also grateful that God has 

given us a new generation of servants to keep the Friend-

ship House vision alive. In Kim Eppehimer, we have a 

leader who will mold our wonderful staff and volunteers 

into a team with a single vision and purpose. In our dedi-

cated staff, we have people who walk the walk and give 

flesh to the Friendship House dream. 

I hope to be a part of Friendship House for many years to 

come, whether it's serving Sunday Breakfast or staffing 

winter sanctuary or being that extra set of hands to make 

a burden easier to bear. 

God Bless you all and thank you for your love on my 70th 

birthday. 

A blink of an eye. That's how fast these seventy years of 

life, fifty years of ministry and thirty years as executive 

director of Friendship House have gone. It all seems like 

it was just yesterday that I was playing in the back yard 

with my brothers and sisters or having a last cup of coffee 

with Dad before I left home to become a Jesuit or saying 

"I do" as I married Marcy or accepting the challenge to 

make the Friendship House vision a reality. 

Some times that journey has felt like life is one long let-

ting go of pieces of your heart (family members, friends, 

pets and places) and seasons of your life (a wonderful 

childhood in Maryland, twenty-three years as a Jesuit 

priest and missionary, and now thirty years as the direc-

tor of Friendship House). 

The older you get, the more precious every day and every 

life becomes. It forces you to remember that everything 

is a gift from God you have for a season which ultimately 

must be surrender back to the Giver with interest. Life is 

too short for anger or envy or regrets. The only thing that 

you never lose and death cannot touch are the moments 

when you have loved or have been loved. They live forev-

er. They are as alive in my life today as the moment that 

they were given. 

A Letter From Bill 
Bill Perkins 

The Perkins Fund 

In honor of Bill’s retirement from Executive Director Friend-

ship House, we are starting the Perkins Fund. This fund will be 

discretionary money available to fund the ministries nearest 

and dearest to Bill’s heart. Donations will be accepted any 

time into this fund with the hopes that these vital ministries 

can keep going for years to come. Bill will have a voice on  

how these funds will be used. We will also ensure he gets a 

listing of all donors. To be the first to donate visit:  

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/perkins  

Or send a check with “Perkins Fund” on the memo line to: 

Friendship House 
PO Box 1517 

Wilmington DE 19899 



This summer we were 

blessed with three weeks 

of service from several 

different church youth 

groups! We enjoyed our 

annual visit from Linden-

Linthicum United Meth-

odist Church from Mary-

land! This year they 

shared 5 of their amaz-

ing youth and 2 of their incredible adult members. 

We are so grateful not only for all of their hard work 

at the Clothing Bank of Delaware and Elizabeth 

House, one of our houses for women; but also their 

faithful spirits, fun attitudes, and dedication. We 

have loved having your group come the past several 

years, and hope to see you all back in the future!  

A big thank you to Crossroads Presbyterian Church 

youth group and leaders out of Middletown for 

making us a part of their Stretch Week this summer. 

They were a hard working, dedicated group who 

showed up ready and able even through one of the 

hottest weeks! During their time with us, they sort-

ed thousands of pounds of clothing, helped the 

Clothing Bank with orders, weeded at Palmer House 

and Epiphany House, mulched, painted the Palmer 

House fence, and more. We are grateful for their 

sense of community and dedication to their faith 

through service. Thank you Crossroads Presbyterian 

Church, and we look forward to having you back 

soon! 

At the end of the summer, we hosted St. Frances 

from Baltimore, who collaborated with two other 

Come and celebrate with us as we look 

back over the past 30 years and look 

ahead to the next 30! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anniversary Celebration 
 

Friday, October 6, 2017  
6:30 – 9:00 Music till 10:00 

 
Christ  Church Christiana Hundred 

505 E. Buck Road, Wilmington DE 19807 
 

Tickets are $35 a person.  
There will be a dinner followed by a short program. 

 
Please RSVP online at: 

http://friendship-house.org/wordpress/30th-anniversary 
You may pay by credit card or by check  

(choose which before checking out during registration).  
 

Checks can be mailed to: 
Friendship House 

PO Box 1517 
Wilmington DE, 19899 

Summer Youth Groups 
Baltimore churches to come to Wilmington for 

three days to work. They filled an entire dumpster 

as they not only cleaned out our basements in 

housing but also helped Westminster’s furniture 

ministry and Calvary Presbyterian by cleaning their 

space while they were here. Do you have a youth 

group needing a summer project? We would love 

to coordinate with you! Call (302-652-8133) or 

email us today (fhkime@gmail.com) to talk about 

how your church youth group can get involved.  



You Can Make a Difference 

Upcoming Events! 

Waffle Cone 10 Mile Race 
Hosted by Café Gelato Supporting Friendship House  

Sunday, October 29, 2017 
90 E. Main Street, Newark, DE 19711  

Register online:  
http://www.races2run.com/events/caffe-gelato-ten-miler/ 

Christ Church Green Show 
Christ Church Christiana Hundred 

505 Buck Rd., Greenville, DE 19807 
Saturday, December 2, 2017    9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  

For more information go to: 
http;//www.christchurchde.org/green-show/ 

 

The Spirit of Christmas 2017 
New Castle Presbyterian Church 

25 E. 2nd St. New Castle, DE  19720 
Saturday, December 9, 2017   9:30 a.m.. - 5:30 p.m. 

for more information go to: 
http;//www.newcastlepreschurch.org/spirit/ 

We had the honor 

of hosting several 

community leaders 

at Epiphany House 

for dinner in order 

to give them the 

opportunity to 

meet Kim, our new 

Executive Director, and 

to hear about the wonderful things we are doing for 

New Castle County. 

Community leaders in attendance included Wilming-

ton Mayor Mike Purzycki; County Executive Matt My-

er and Aundrea Almond (Mr. Myer's Chief of Staff); 

John Cook from Secretary Walker's Office (Secretary 

Walker is Delaware's Secretary of Health and Social 

Services); Kay Keenan, Michele Whetzel and Ginger 

Ward from Fund for Women; Kelly Firment and Mary 

Hickok from Delaware 

Community Founda-

tion; Stan Diver, David 

Fleming, Anne Eidschun 

and Kate Copperthwait 

from Wilmington Rota-

ry; Peg Eitl, Vice President 

of Customer Relations from 

Highmark; and Drew Fen-

nell, Chief Officer of Strate-

gic Communication and Devel-

opment of Christiana Care. 

Thank you for taking the time to visit with us! 

The Honor Was Ours 

Ways to Donate to Friendship House 
You can Donate Online 

Go to www.friendship-house.org and click  
Donation Now. You can pay using a VISA/Mastercard. 

_________________________________________________ 
You can Donate Stock 

Call your broker with instructions to transfer by DTC 0443 
The number of shares to Friendship House Inc.,  

M&T Securtiies AZD945574. Then call FH @ 302-652-8133 so 
we can follow-up with M&T Securities! 

From left to right: Kim Eppehimer, Bill 
Perkins, Matt Meyer, Mike Purzycki. 

From left to right: Sharon 
Gidumal, Aundrea Almond, 

Kim Eppehimer, Matt 
Meyer. 

Did you know over half of annual individual donations 
come at the end of the year? We often bite our nails till 
that last check on December 31st crosses the finish line. 
The need of those we serve is growing, and we had a big 
transition in leadership this year requiring additional 
resources. We are asking you to help. Without govern-
ment funding, we rely on churches, individual dona-
tions, and community grants to support Friendship 
House. Did you know it costs $4,000 a day to run Friend-
ship House? We have already given $100,000 in financial 
assistance and are expecting to give another $40,000 
before the year is over. We have helped over 350 people 
get birth certificates this year, costing us $15,400—and 
the requests keep coming. We have worked with over 
120 people in our housing program. If you are able to 
invest in our mission, please consider donating today. 
Thank you. Thank you for keeping us going year after 
year. To donate: www.friendship-house.org. 


