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Christian Ministry Making a Difference in the Lives of Homeless People 

 Americans have just finished an election cycle that 

has seared our souls and left us fearful and pessimistic 

about our children’s future. Many viewed the candi-

dates as unworthy; their words as false; and their prom-

ises as empty. Their “scorched earth” campaign tactics 

offended and depressed all but the most zealous of sup-

porters. Fear, not hope, drove voters to the polls in rec-

ord numbers. Fear of one’s political opponents, fear of 

the unknown enemies hiding among strangers; fear of 

the neighbors no longer known; fear of losing out; fear 

of having less; fear of a changing world; fear of a fu-

ture beyond anyone’s control.  

 While this bitter political season may have fanned 

the flames, it did not create the fear and rage. It merely 

provided it a stage on which to strut. Fear and hope, 

love and hate, faith and despair are part of the human 

condition. They reside in every heart – seeds ever 

ready to blossom and bear fruit. Life circumstances 

may quicken the soil, but each of us consciously 

chooses which seeds to nurture. Sooner or later, Hard 

Times come to everyone. In the wink of an eye, our 

world changes and we are reminded how little control 

we have over the fate of all that we hold dear. It may 

be getting fired from a job or not being able to pay 

your bills, being diagnosed with a unexpected illness or 

suffering a major accident, losing a loved one or get-

ting betrayed by a friend.  Great or small, such experi-

ences can rock us to our core, leaving us shamed, an-

gry and confused.  How we respond to such crises also 

define both our character and our future. Hard Times 

are also Sacred Times. 

 Thirty years ago, Friendship House was created to 

be a sanctuary and a stepping stone for individuals and 

families trying to navigate their way through a life-

changing experience. In the early years, such clients 

were mostly the homeless and the urban poor who had 

been struggling with Hard Times their entire lives. 

Since the Recession of 2007, that pattern has changed 

A Hopeful Heart in a Land of Broken Promises 
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significantly. Today one third of our clients are expe-

riencing the threat of homelessness for the first time. 

While their lives had not been without trials, such 

folks always thought of the disabled person dependent 

on public assistance, the single parent trying to raise a 

family, the worker unable to find a decent paying job, 

the ex-offender with a criminal record, the family 

dealing with a drug addiction as people different from 

themselves.  

 Ironically, it is often the persons suffering rela-

tively minor hardships that are the most outraged by 

their circumstances. They are deeply offended that 

this should have happened to them. Things like this 

are not supposed to happen to people like them. In 

their own minds, they are innocent victims without 

power or choice to change their circumstances. Some-

one else must be to blame and therefore responsible 

for making it right. As their grief for their previous 

life dominates their present, anger over past wrongs 

and fear of an unknown future paralyzes their will to 

act. Unable to let go, they refuse to move forward.  

 Friendship House does not possess the power to 

undo people’s past or insulate them from either the 

evil of this world or the poverty that is the human con-

dition. Friendship House does commit itself to walk in 

faith, hope and love with every person that God sends 

us to serve. Over the years we have found that healing 

and wholeness is more often found in the bonds of 

trust that are formed than in the material services that 

are rendered. Faith in a God whose inalienable love is 

not dependent on our material success or social status 

is a birthright not a commodity. Hope in the power of 

the human spirit to achieve its truest self no matter 

what the circumstances is only truly realized when 

experienced from a cross. Love that casts out fear, re-

jects rage and refuses to condemn any child of God as 

beyond redemption creates a place where every life 

matters and every person is a blessing. 



The Miracle of New Life by Marcy Perkins 

 When one works with homeless people, there are a 
variety of factors to consider: the person’s stage of 
life, state of mind, and ability to identify personal   
areas which need to change. In addition, there are so-
cial and political factors which influence the resources 
available to support change and growth. 
  While Friendship House does not accept any feder-
al or state funds, we have been affected by recent 
changes in federal policy which have, in turn, been 
passed down to the State to implement. In 2015, the 
government decided that addicted persons would re-
ceive 14 to 28 days of treatment versus the 90 to 180 
days which programs had provided in the past.  As a 
result, Friendship House began to receive referrals of 
persons with 30 days clean and sober as opposed to the 
90 days clean and sober in which we had previously 
required. This change coincided with a heroin and opi-
ate abuse epidemic which is devastating the entire 
country. 
 Not only are our clients receiving shorter periods 
of treatment, but the age of these clients has dropped 
dramatically.  Thus far in 2016, 45% of the men and 
61% of the women in our program have been between 
20 and 30 years old. We are predominantly housing 
young people with little life experience, short periods 
of treatment and a treacherous addiction. Two of our 
former residents have died from overdoses this year; 
several others died in 2015. 
 In our three-stage program, we strive to help our 
folks learn the skills and discipline which are needed 
to be self-sufficient. It is a rigorous and emotional 
journey. 
 I liken this process to the miracle of birth: a pas-
sage from darkness to light. In the womb, babies are 
comfortable in the warmth and darkness. When the 
time comes, they are wanting to be born; wanting to 
burst forth into a new world. Through a very painful 
process–filled with pain, pushing, squeezing, straining 
and danger–they emerge into a room in which people 
are rushing around, lights are shining in their eyes–

which are about to be filled with medicated goop; it is 
chilly, it is noisy. They are weighed and measured and 
all they want to do is cry. So they do. 
 Then, after a very short while, the baby, wrapped in 
a snuggly blanket, is laid on Mom’s chest. What bliss! 
The painful journey has led to new joy. 
 How, you may ask, is this wondrous process akin to 
recovery from addiction? Just as for infants, the begin-
ning of recovery is caused by a combination of pain and 
desire for change. The pain is rooted in the physical ag-
ony of addiction and the emotional trauma associated 
with the life style. That pain must be accompanied by 
the hope that things can get better. Rehabilitation in-
volves physical withdrawal—which is not for the faint-
of-heart—and a thorough self-inventory, in which one 
looks back on the shameful acts committed to feed 
one’s addiction: theft from family members, abandon-
ment of children, and prostitution, to name a few. Con-
fronting these demons leaves one feeling deeply flawed 
and perhaps irredeemable. Friends and family have 
been alienated and are suspicious that this recovery will 
not last. But our folks have decided that nothing is as 
bad as the pain of active addiction; there must be a bet-
ter way to live. There has to be a change. This point, I 
believe, is the in-breaking of God into the midst of their 
pain. God is calling this beloved child to wholeness, to 
live in the Light. 
 This is a birth; this is new life. It is the beginning of 
a wondrous, yet difficult, journey. There are many pit-
falls, temptations, dangers and wrong turns. People 
make mistakes, some of which are small; some that are 
deadly. Yet, there is also excitement and joy: the joy of 
regaining custody of one’s children; the excitement of 
finding employment; the accomplishment of saving 
$1000.00; and having a recovery network of friends. 
 Social policy may change, but there are constants, 
such as the human need for affirmation, care and per-
sonal growth. Extending these opportunities to our resi-
dents is a privilege; watching them seize the opportuni-
ty is like participating in a miracle. 

Looking for the perfect gift? 
Trying to get something for that person who has everything? 

 
Consider an alternate gift of a donation to Friendship House in someone’s honor! 

  
$25 gives 25 pounds of coffee for our winter sanctuary program 

$100 feeds one hundred people at our Sunday breakfast 

$250 gives 250 pounds of clothing to families in need 

$1,000 offers a month of housing in our transitional housing program. 



 This past June, Friendship House was invited for 

the first time to participate in the annual Highmark 

Walk for a Healthy Community. It was an amazing day 

with many of our regular supporters and many new 

ones as well! We raised $20,000 and 100% of the 

amount raised went to our programs! There were 22 

different teams with over 200 participants all support-

ing Friendship House! It was such an amazing event 

and we were so humbled by the turn out of support. We 

even had a little informal friendly competition to see 

which team could recruit the most walkers and raise the 

most money! 

Highmark Walk for a Healthy Community 

 Through a generous grant from Capital One, in 

honor of Mr. Jim Kelly, Friendship House was able to 

completely renovate the Jane Ashford House Kitchen. 

 Jim's wife, Michele Cross, helped us find Cathi 

Hodgins who donated her time and talent to design the 

new kitchen.  

 Cindy and Kevin Keegan donated kitchen cabi-

nets, a stove, microwave and dishwasher which were 

refitted by Mac's Handyman Services to fit into the 

space. "Mac's Handyman Services, Inc" is owned by 

Mac McKay, a long time First and Central Presbyteri-

an Church volunteer and friend.  

 Tom Austin, a resident of Daughtry House and 

licensed plumber, donated his time to take care of our 

plumbing needs; Paul Slowik, Men's Housing Manag-

er, donated his time as an electrician.  

  

 We hope you will join in 2017 for next year’s 

walk! We have already been invited back for a second 

year. You will be seeing emails soon with details on 

how to register and how to help raise awareness and 

money to help people in need throughout New Castle 

County! 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 2017 

HIGHMARK WALK FOR A HEALTHY COMMUNITY 

 

 

 The renovation was truly a labor of love and a 

family affair. We are so grateful to everyone who 

made possible this beautiful new kitchen. 

Jane Ashford Kitchen Makeover 



 

Regional Empowerment Centers 

Like Us on Facebook 
Our Facebook Tag is  

Friendship House of Wilmington DE 
 

Follow us on Instagram! 
Our Instagram Tag is  

Friendship_House_DE 

CHRIST CHURCH GREEN SHOW 
Christ Church Christiana Hundred 

505 E. Buck Rd. Greenville, DE 19807 
Saturday, December 3, 2016 10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

For more information go to:  
http;//www.christchurchde.org/green-show/ 

_________________________________________________ 
THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 2016 

New Castle Presbyterian Church 
25 E 2nd St, New Castle, DE 19720 

Saturday, December 10, 2016 9:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 
For more information go to: 

 http;//www.newcastlepreschurch.org/spirit/ 
_________________________________________________ 

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGES FUNDRAISER 
One Greenville Crossing 

4021A Kennett Pike 
Wilmington, DE 19807 

November 27 through December 4 
 

Shop at Ten Thousand Villages during the above dates and 
mention Friendship House (or show a paper or digital flier) 

and we get 15% of your purchase donated to us! Their items 
make great gifts, for friends, family or yourself! 

 
Ten Thousand Villages mission is to “create opportunities for 
artisans in developing countries to earn income by bringing 

their products and stories to our markets through long-term, 
fair trading relationships.”  

 
More information about this organization:  

www.tenthousandvillages.com 

Ways to Donate to Friendship House 

YOU CAN DONATE ONLINE  
Go to www.friendship-house.org and click on the  

Make a Donation option on the left side at the top of our 
webpage. You can pay using a major credit card or  

through your Paypal account.  
________________________________________________  

YOU CAN DONATE STOCK  
Call your broker with instructions to transfer by DTC 0443  

the number of shares to Friendship House Inc.,  
M&T Securities AZD945574.  Then call FH @302-652-8133  

so we can follow-up with M&T Securities! 
________________________________________________  

RECURRING DONATION 
Do you make a traditional donation to Friendship House  

every year? Consider making it recurring to help us manager  
our budget! You can choose monthly or quarterly donations. 

Information on our online donation page.  

Upcoming Events! 

Friendship House has undergone both ministry and 
program growth as the demographics of suburban pop-
ulations in New Castle County have shifted over the 
years. Friendship House has made a proactive choice to 
find ways to better serve those who are not receiving 
available services because they are unable, unwilling, 
or unaware. It’s a fierce battle for many who are not 
use to being the one asking for help. We have seen 
people weeping from desperation as they struggle to 
put the pieces of their now broken life back together. 
We have witnessed anger from a situation that is out of 
someone’s control, or the deep anguish of watching a 
loved one suffer through an addiction. And this is hap-
pening throughout the suburbs of New Castle County. 
This is no longer, and hasn’t been, just an inner city 
“problem.” 

To combat this, we have proactively begun finding 
ways to be available to our suburban churches who are 
finding themselves with less resources to handle the 
increase call for help. Either from strangers, neighbors, 
or their own congregation – the need is continuing to 
increase. Friendship House has started a ministry col-
laboration with several churches in the Pike Creek and 
Millcreek areas by being available at food giveaways 
or hosting dedicated hours on site. In Middletown, we 
are on location three mornings at Church On Main in 
partnership to the community. We are also revamping 
our referral process for the North Wilmington area by 
meeting people by appointment in local churches in-
stead of having them come into Wilmington which for 
some became a deterrent. Finally, we have collaborated 
with an existing organization in the Richardson Park 
area called Richardson Park CAP to assist with finan-
cial assessments and help manage their distribution of 
funds in hopes of working with their clients through 
our empowerment ministry model. 

To improve our infrastructure to handle this 
growth, we have hosted several Empowerment Minis-
try workshops targeting potential volunteers in each of 
these areas. Instead of hiring additional staff, we want 
to work with our existing support base and include you 
in this journey, to meet and work with your own com-
munities. In this we will find common ground and 
transformation within each of us. 


